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My
RulesFor Life
1. I try never to say anything behind a man's
back that would give me the least embarrassment to say to his face.

2. I try never to speak back to personal
critics-friends do not need to hear the defense
and enemies would not believe it.
3. Every day I greet every person I see with
a smile and make a special effort to do so if
the person is poor or in unfortunate circumstances.
4. The first thing when I awake in the
morning I plan what my duty for the day is
and try to go beyond it.

VOL.N NO. 7

5. Every day I read from the Bible and some
other good books-feeding the mind and soul
is more important than feeding the body.
6. I try to pay every debt I owe on time and
always save something from every pay check,
however small.
7. I like people and never harbor any malice
or hatred toward any person in the world;
I like places and have yet to be anywhere
that I do not like-I go there with the intention
of liking the place.
8. I am a confirmed optimist believing that
even in this life evil men will be punished
by their own unhappiness and good men will
be rewarded. ''It's better further on.''
9. I try to close each day as if it were the last
day I'd be on earth, closing the books on all
regrets, worries and annoyances.
10. The last thing I do at night is to count
one by one the blessings of the day. This makes
me so thankful and happy that I soon drift
into pleasant sleep. In this spirit I hope to
close life's journey and drift into eternity.
George W. DeHoff
via Elmore City, OK
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FromThe Editor ..
Every now and then someone wants to know
how many church bulletins we receive here
at BULLETIN DIGEST. Actually, we don't
know. One day recently I thought I would just
count how many we received that day and the
count was 116. We don't receive that many
every day, but it is likely that we do receive
2,000 or more each month.
Another question we are asked is, "How
do you ever read through all those bulletins?"
It is difficult to get them read but I personally
read through all of them eventually. Obviously,
this requires an appreciable amount of time
and effort.
We include between 30 and 40 articles in
each issue. That means we must read between
50 and 65 bulletins to find one article which
ultimately ends up being printed. An article
must say something and be totally scriptural
before it is even considered. When we say on
our masthead, ''The gleanings of the best
from church bulletins" ... we mean it.
Seeing the Word of God discussed and
applied by so many different writers from all
parts of the country is most edifying and
informative. I doubt if one could get a better
overview of the Lord's church in regard to
what is going on in the brotherhood than
through a wide reading of church bulletins.
Each bulletin reflects the congregation's personality. Some are conservative and some
quite liberal. There are disturbing trends
reflected in some bulletins which indicate
a lax attitude toward the authority of the
Scripture. There are equally encouraging
signs of congregations determined to allow
the Word of God to be their sole authority.
Yes, it is work reading through all those
bulletins. But it is also most rewarding. As
you read each issue we do hope you will be
able to better appreciate the efforts that go
into bringing you this paper each month.

VIEWING THE DECLINE
It is a matter of grave concern in various
religious groups that "church attendance"
has been declining in recent years. This is in
sharp contrast to the almost phenomenal
upsurge in attendance which was experienced
by most groups in post-World War II period.
Louis Cassels, UPI Religious Writer, included some interesting remarks bearing on
church attendance in his column. Members of
the Kiwanis Club of Yorktown, Virginia
were asked to give, anonymously, their personal opinion as to why "many people are
drifting away from churches.'' Cassels gave
the results of this survey: ''The most popular
theory-cited
by nearly one-third of the respondents-was
that churches are driving
people away by harping too much on controversial social issues instead of concentrating
on Biblical themes of personal salvation.''
One of the members expressed himself in
these words: ''The vibrant, growing churches
I've visited recently have all one thing in
common: they were Bible studying, evangelistic churches comprised of people who are
interested primarily in salvation of souls.''
A second within the club states, according to
Cassels, that they thought the ministers were
dispensing too much soothing syrup and failing to confront honestly the real issues of
modern life. One man complained, "We are
told only what we want to hear instead of
what we ought to hear."
It would not seem from the foregoing
comments that Bible preaching and teaching
along with fervent soul-winning efforts are
outmoded even in the mind of the average
man. Gospel preachers will do well to preach
faithfully God's Word, as we sometimes say,
' 'without fear or favor.''
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Hershel Dyer
via West Berry Bulletin
Ft. Worth, TX
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The Christian
and Stress
The number ONE cause of death in the
United States today is stress. It becomes
apparent when one compares the three main
causes of death in 1900 with the three main
causes in 1970. In 1900 the three most prominent killing diseases were pneumonia,
tuberculosis and various other degenerative
d_iseases. While these have almost disappeared
smce 1970, other diseases such as heart
attack (by far the greatest killer); strokes and
cancer have increased dramatically. It is felt
these newer diseases are stress-related.
The annals of medicine states that 80 to
85 percent of the illnesses of today are psychosomatic in origin, i.e., the relation between
emotions and body.
We have simply not learned to deal with
these-eauses of death in America. It is attacking all of us, including those who are Christians. Being a Christian does not exempt one
from the tremendous pressures, frustrations
and stresses of our day.
While it is not possible for Christians to
avoid stress completely, it is possible, with
divine guidance and help, to minimize its
bad effects on us. The Christian must learn
to: (1) recognize when he/she is under too
much stress or pressure, i.e., overloading with
too much work; (2) making a rational or spiritual interpretation of all events, i.e., with regard to finances, realizing all things are
God's and we are stewards; (3) learning to
relax and be calm, ''Be calm and know that
I am God"; (4) not worrying, "In nothing be
anxious; but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God and the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts
in Christ Jesus. '' (Phil. 4:6-7) A complete

relaxation of the body can be accomplished by
breathing deeply and repeating to oneself
•'the peace of God which passes all under~
standing will guard my heart and life in Christ
Jesus. '' (Repeat this five times per day).
Robert Eliot, cardiologist of the University
of Nebraska, says there are two rules for
handling stress: Rule Number One is don't
sweat the small stuff; Rule Number Two is
it's all small stuff. Then when you can't fight
or flee, just flow. That's not far from the Biblical teaching which emphasizes the relative
unimportance of all things material when
compared with one's relationship with God
and eternity. (Matt. 6:25-34)
W.E. Kirk
Dallas, TX

THE BASIS OF DECISIONS
After over thirty years of preaching there are
some observations that I can pass along that
have been confirmed repeatedly. All of them
are not negative, but some are deadly.
It seems that there are several standards
that preachers, elders, and others use in
determining where they stand. Some use
friendships, others use kinships, many use
money, still others follow wherever some
prominent name, school or paper leads them.
Too few make their decisions and determine
their convictions on the basis of ''thus saith
the Lord."
Too many churches decide what to support,
where to stand, who is to preach, and other
important issues on these faulty standards.
Possibly somewhere down the line truth is
considered, but often considered only after
the decisions have already been reached.
Individuals make the same mistake.
These things ought not so to be. We ought
to be more honorable and truthful than to use
any other standard than God's Word.
BULLETIN~
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James W. Boyd
via Fulton, MS
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then to obey our own gospel, is self-serving.

A CONCERNED PEOPLE
As one measures the pulse of our brotherhood, something that stands out rather clearly
is the fact that we are a concerned people.
Bulletin articles, periodicals, lectureships,
all indicate that people everywhere are concerned about the direction in which we seem
to be headed. When one looks back over the
span of the past fifty years, it seems evident
that we have made some changes. Some of
those changes have been good, and some have
not been good. When we can improve our
teaching programs, our pulpit effectiveness,
our facilities, we are making changes which
will help us in the proclamation of the gospel
of Christ. But when our changes have to do
with the content of the gospel, minuscule
though they may be, we have reason to be
concerned.
Christianity has always involved man working with God. God's part of this work is perfect,
and we need not seek out ways in which we
can change His part. Man's part, contrariwise, has always been imperfect, and we
would do well to make whatever changes we
can make. When Jesus said, ''Go ye into all
the world and preach the gospel to every
creature ... •', He was giving us our marching
orders and saying that the content of our
message was to be the gospel of Christ. We
don't change that! We cannot improve upon
its content, and any change would necessarily
be a change for the worse. But to the extent
that man can change the manner in which
he preaches that message, or improve upon
the techniques of his presentation, more power
to him.
Our concern has to do with the fact that men
are forever wanting to change God's part,
and this we dare not do. It is incumbent
upon man that he study the word carefully,
realizing that his soul's eternal salvation
depends upon a right relationship with God.
To make changes in the gospel of God, and
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God help us to be content with the manner
in which the word has been delivered to us.
To add or detract from it is sinful! Truly it
was ''once for all delivered'' to us.
BULLETIN
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Gene Carrell
Columbus, OH

I give my blood.
Christ gave His.
I give a pint.
He gave all.
The needle is small, sharp.
The nails were large, dull.
The table soft, relaxful.
The cross, rough, painful.
The nurses kind, gentle.
The soldiers cruel, mean.
The crowd applauds my sacrifice.
''They that passed by reviled Him.''
Mine is for Opositive.
His for positively all.
Mine, at best, will prolong a life for a while
His, without doubt, can save all forever.
Then Jesus said unto me:
Can ye drink of the cup that I drink of?
And I said unto Him:
I cannot.

Eldon Weisheit
via Starkville, MS
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YOUNG PEOPLEREAD THIS!

I hope what you have written will move some
teenagers to seek out the not-so-popular,
not-so-beautiful or handsome kids at school
and make them feel better about themselves.
via Highland Bulletin
Montgomery, AL

Dear Ann Landers: Last week I attended
a funeral visitation. It was extremely sad.
A 13 year-old girl had committed suicide.
"Sally" was 5-foot 2-inches thin, petite,
blonde and wanted desperately to belong. She
tried out for cheerleading and didn't make it.
In fact, she failed to get into a single club
she had signed up for. The girl looked so
unhappy my heart ached for her.
A few weeks ago Sally won a raffle. It was
a certificate from a pizza place that entitled
her to invite 14 friends to a pizza dinner. She
turned down the prize because she said she
didn't have 14 friends.
At the funeral home I sat and watched the
school kids come through in droves. I counted
well over 100 in the 45 minutes I was there.
Later I learned more than 200 had been in
and signed the guest book.
The longer I watched, the angrier it made
me. Dozens of teenagers placed a single flower
in the casket. Many touched her hand and
wept as they moved along.
I wanted to take those kids and shake them.
If they cared so much for her why did they
wait until she died before they let her know
it?
Sally left this world believing she didn't have
a single friend. If just one of those kids who
passed her casket had taken the time and
trouble to show her a little kindness, that dear
girl might be alive today.
Please print this for all the Sallys out there
for whom there may still be a chance. -Bitter
in Cincinnati
Dear Cincinnati: Here's your letter with
my thanks for having written it. I don't know
where people get the idea that teen-age
years are the happiest. My mail does not
reflect that notion. I sense a lot of anxiety,
feelings of inadequacy and insecurity.

S/iou/J ljou (io !JirJt
Should you go first and I remain
To walk the road alone.
I'll live in memory's garden, dear
With the happy days we've known.
In spring, I'll wait for the roses red.
In summer, lilacs blue;
In autumn, when the brown leaves fall,
I'll catch a breath of you.
Should you go first and I remain
For battles to be fought.
Each thing you've touched along the way
Will be a hallowed spot
I'll hear your voice, I'll see your smile,
Though blindly I may grope;
The memory of your loving hand
Will buoy me on with hope.
Should you go first and I remain
To finish with the scroll,
No dark shadows shall creep in
To make this life seem droll.
We've known so much of happiness,
We've had our cup of joy;
The memory is one gift of God
That death cannot destroy.
Should you go first and I remain
One thing I'd have you do.
Walk slowly down the path of death.
For soon I'll follow you.
I'll want to know each step you take.
That I may walk the same.
For some day, down that lonely road
You'll hear me call your name.
via Decatur, AL
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The
Silent Scream
Last Sunday evening I watched The Silent
Scream on TV and I don't think I'll ever forget
it. The Silent Scream is an ultrasound recording of an actual abortion on a 10 week old preborn child.
Ultrasound is a technique that operates on
the same principle as the sonar used to detect
submarines. Sound waves are beamed into
the amniotic fluid and are reflected back when
they make contact with the baby's body.
These reflected sound waves are then converted into a visual image on a television screen.
What is so shocking about this film is not
the gore-there isn't any. You can't see blood
on ultrasound. What is seen is something much
more horrifying-the abortion from the point
of view of the victim, a 10 week old unborn
child.
During the first five minutes of the film you
can see the child at play, sucking his thumb,
moving about in the amniotic fluid. In watching
the sonogram you see that at the VERY moment the suction tip of the abortionist touches
the membrane of the amniotic sac the child
JUMPS away as though it senses something
aggressive is happening. The unborn child
then begins moving to the top of the uterus
and you can see its mouth open in a SILENT
SCREAM. After that you can see the heart
rate speeding up and the child's arms and
legs moving rapidly. It's obvious that the
child senses the danger and can feel pain.
Finally you see the force of the suction tearing away first one arm, then the other, as the
unborn writhes in pain. You see the spinal
column slipping down the suction tube and
only the head is left with a piece of spine on
it. And then you can see the abortionist searching for the head.
JULY 1985

I was stunned and nauseated. The doctor
who performed the abortion quit the abortion
facility after seeing the film, and said he
•'never wanted to see the film again. '' Even
the ultrasound technician was reluctant to
come back and see the film again to do the
editing.
Our country is involved in an epidemic of
infanticide. In 1963 there were an estimated
100,000 "illegal" abortion. In 1973 there were
an estimated 750,000 "legal" abortions at
various abortion clinics across the nation.
In 1984 the number rose to nearly 1.5 million.
Write your elected officials and urge them
to view the film. It's overwhelming to say
the least.
Gary Moore
via Highland Heights Bulletin
Lebanon, TN

GRASPING THE MAGNITUDE
OF THE ABORTION PROBLEM
Join with me, if you will, in a little mental
exercise.
Let's suppose that we have before us a
sophisticated computer. We program this
computer to produce a list of names. The
names we want are the names of all the American men and women who died in World
War II.
So, we program the computer, we flip the
right switches and press the right buttons
and the computer kicks out a huge long sheet
of paper with tiny print identifying each person
from our country who died in that great war.
The list is 11 feet long.
Now, let's say we program this same computer to produce the same kind of a list in the
same way that will identify all the babies who
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

have been killed in abortions
country since 1973.

across our

The computer is programmed, the switches
flipped, the buttons pushed. The computer
begins to print and the sheet emerges ...

Do you know how long this sheet would have
to be to contain all those babies? 310 feet
long.
Now, perhaps, you have grasped the magnitude of the abortion problem.
Isn.!t it interesting that the Bible, when it
speaks of a pregnant woman, describes her
as being ''with child·· ... ?
Scripture doesn't use words like "fetus."
It says simply that the woman is ''with child.''
I wonder what a woman after an abortion
would be called. ''Without child'' ... ?
You know, research physicians have proved
that babies in the womb feel pain. They react
to pain stimulus, they flinch, they suffer.
Aborted babies die in agony.
Am I trying to appeal to your emotions
in this matter? You'd better believe it!
Those unborn children are the creation of
God. They, too, are made in His image. How
can we tolerate a country-wide epidemic of
infanticide such as we have in America today?
We, as a people, should be ashamed ....

THIS IS THAT
"Confessional preaching" is in vogue today.
It means, roughly stated, that the preacher
shares his inner life with his congregation.
According to the theory, a preacher is to
''let it all hang out.'' He is to reveal his doubts
and fears, his trials and failures-as well as
his convictions and triumphs in the Lord.
By showing himself "warts and all," the
church is supposed to be encouraged to live
better for the Lord.
Now there is certainly a place for pulpit
honesty. There was a time when outstanding
ministers were dubbed ''princes of the pulpit.''
Undoubtedly some folks still like to dote on
their preacher's successes (real or imagined!)
and to pretend he has no clay feet. Ministerial
candor can quickly dispel such idolatrous
foolishness. But it takes something more
than a minister's hunches and hang-ups to
feed a growing church.
When the church began its dramatic growth
on Pentecost, it was not built on doubts and
complexes. With courage and clarity the
preachers proclaimed the certainty of their
convictions. Of those events they said "This
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel"
(Acts 2:16 KJV).
To be sure, our ministers are not inspired
apo~tlesl They are not ambassadors plenipotentiary, as were those eye-witnesses of Chirst.
Still, every man who dares to speak for
God, should proclaim the message with a
clear mind, a warm heart, and a firm will.
''If the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who
will get ready for battle?" (I Cor. 14:8). A
preacher owes it to his audience to be able to
say "this is that" about something besides
his problems!
The church has risen and fallen with its
preaching. If we want to see it grow again,
we must appreciate and support the man who
speaks for God with clear conviction.
BULLETIN
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Dan Anders
Ft. Worth, TX

Randall Gray
via Vancouver, WA
BULLETIN DIGEST
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TWO BLESSINGS
The Bible declares that prosperity and adversity are blessings. With those kinds of odds
it's hard to miss out on being blessed, isn't
it.
You are not going to find too many people
who would deny that prosperity is a blessing.
And as you read through the Old Testament
you will discover any number of passages
which link prosperity with delights in the law
of the Lord, and ''in all that he does, he
prospers. •• Moses promises the children of
Israel that if they will love God and keep his
commandments God will give rain in its season
and they shall gather grain, wine and oil.
There will be grass in their fields and they will
eat and be full (Deuteronomy 11:13-15). The
man who fears the Lord will be blessed with
many descendants and have wealth and riches
in his house (Psalm 112). Throughout the Old
Testament there seems to be an emphasis
which says, ''Serve God and enjoy prosperity.··
And some preaching which is heard today
could well be entitled, "Serve God and Drive
a Cadillac."
But a noted English writer got my attention
when he said, "Prosperity was the blessing of
the old covenant, adversity of the new.''
In the New Testament affliction is viewed as
the normal experience of a Christian. The
apostles warned their converts that ''through
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom
of God" (Acts 14:22). F.F. Bruce states,
'' Affliction and tribulation were not only
regarded as an inevitable feature of the
Christian lot, they were looked upon as a token
of true Christianity: they were a sign that
God counted those who endured them worthy
of His kingdom" (II Thessalonians 1:5).
More than that, suffering proves beneficial
in promoting our highest welfare. "We rejoice
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not disappoint us ... '' (Romans
5:3-5).
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So when God passes you the cup of suffering, drink it. He has a blessing in store for
you.
John Gipson
Little Rock, AR
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Little Unfamiliar
One Sunday morning a preacher went into
the pulpit and began to read an Old Testament
passage from an old Bible that had been falling
apart and was recently repaired. The preacher
was unaware that the page he was reading from
and the next page were stuck together with
some glue that had seeped in between them.
"When men began to multiply on earth," he
began, "and the daughters were born to them,
the sons of heaven saw how beautiful the
daughters of men were and so they took for
their wives as many of them as were,'' here
the preacher turned the stuck page, ''three
hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, thirty
cubits high, made of gopher wood and covered
with pitch." (Genesis 6:1-2). After his initial
shock, the still puzzled preacher recovered
well enough to say, "I must admit that the
passage I have read is unfamiliar to me, however, I can see that it affirms a more familiar
passage which says that "we are fearfully
and wonderfully made." (Psalms 139:13-14).

A man walked Into a government office
and asked, "la this the headquarters for the
war on poverty?" "Yea, It la," answered the
secretary. "Well, I've come to surrender,"
the man said!
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GoodNewsFromA
Garbage
Pile

will he see anything in us that will prompt
him to question us about our belief? Surely
people as inventive as we are can devise ways
of attracting the attention of truth-seekers.
Who knows what will be the result of a card
left in a hospital room, or a tasteful ad in the
newspaper or on television? Revising innovative ways of pointing people to the truth could
become a very enjoyable and spiritually profitable pastime. And who knows, even if what
we place in someone's hands is discarded,
maybe it will catch the eye of the garbage man.
Rudy Wray
Victoria, TX

A most fascinating story of conversion comes
from the strife-torn Central American country
of El Salvador. A good man, in many ways
similar to Cornelius, had been praying and
looking for the truth about salvation for a long
time. He knew something was terribly wrong
in the religion that he had inherited from his
forefathers but saw also so much division in
the '-"protestant" world that truth seemed
almost impossible to ascertain. He had observed to some of his closer friends that much
of the religion in the world was nothing more
than garbage. Then, early one morning, as
he was walking to work, he had to walk around
some real garbage that someone had left in
the sidewalk. As he did so, the words, "Que
Dice La Biblica?" (What does the Bible say?)
caught his eye. They were written on a newspaper that had been used to wrap garbage.
He tore off that portion of the page and learned
that it was an advertisement for a Bible correspondence course offered by the San Salvador church of Christ. Three months later,
he was baptized into Christ.
How many folks do you suppose there are
like him in the world? Perhaps not too many
long for truth enough to retrieve it out of a
garbage pile, but how do we know that our
neighbor is not searching for truth? If he is,

IFYOUDON'TEAT
Have you ever tried fasting?
Maybe you could do it for a day or
two-but
what if you did it for
six months? You'd die, right?
But what about abstaining from our
spiritual food, the Word of God?
Listen to Deuteronomy 32:45-57.
"When Moses finished reciting all
these words to all Israel, he said to
them, 'Take to heart all the words
I have solemnly declared to you
this day, so that you may command
your children to obey carefully all
the words of this law. They are
not just idle words for you they
are your life. By them you will
live long in the land you are crossing
the Jordan to possess.' ''
Did you notice the importance of
the Word? " ... they are your life."
Every day eat if you expect to I ive
spiritually.
BULLrrIN
DJGl:IIT
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Dick Marcear
via Liberal, KS
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A BIBLICAL LOOK
AT ELDERS
There seems to be some confusion today
about what to call the group of men who lead
the church (elders), what to call the preacher,
and who has the authority. One of the best
ways to know what to call the men who lead the
church is to look at what the Bible calls them.

Bulletin
HC69, Box 29A

Episcopos

< Elder
Presbyter
<

Bishop
Overseer

<

Shepherd
Pastor

■

Presbuteros is the Greek word which describes who an elder is. The two words "elder"
(found in Acts 20:17; Tit. 1:5, etc.) and "presbyter" (l Tim. 4:14), describe an elder as one
who is in charge (presbyter), and one who is
older in age (elder).
Episkopos is a word which describes the
function of an elder. Translated bishop in
Titus 1:7 and overseer in Acts 20:28 (KJV),
the word tells us by its very name that an elder
is one in charge or one with authority. However, instead of a bishop being higher in
authority than an elder (as some religions
teach), the Bible teaches they are one and
the same. The word bishop is simply another
name for one who serves as an elder.
Poimenos is the third Greek word, and it
JULY 1985
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is only translated pastor (Eph. 4:11). However, the verb form of the same word (poimenate) is used in I Peter 5:1-5 describing
elders as those who tend sheep (spiritually).
So a shepherd would be the sixth proper
(and scriptural) name to call an elder. Notice
though, the word "pastor" (commonly associated with preachers) does not refer to a
preacher, but instead it refers to an elder.
In fact, in Eph. 4:14, the only New Testament
passage in which this word is found, preachers
or evangelists are found elsewhere in the list,
separate and apart from the elders.
Hopefully, by this little word study, we can
see that all six terms are scriptural and proper
to call an elder.
Adapted
Brian J. Galloway
Tupelo, MS
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Matthew's favorite expression in the giving
of his Gospel account is ''And it came to pass. ''
Surely a part of the reason for its use is only
to reflect the personality of the author and
the style of his writing; but it also impresses
upon us, in a very subtle way, a profound
truth: The discomforting things of this life
are temporary. They do not last. They were
not intended to last. They came to pass.
1. Fear does not last. We live in an age of
fear. It is devastating. It is debilitating. It
robs us of our strength. It comes suddenly; but
it can leave just as suddenly. One moment we
can be paralyzed with fear; and the next we
can realize that our painful uncertainty was
unfounded.

It is°natural to be afraid. None of us is free
from some secret fears; but it does not need to
last. Love casts it out (I John 4:18). Faith also
dispels it. Jesus said to Jarius, •'Be not afraid,
only believe'' (Mk. 5:36). When his disciples
were so scared because of a raging storm, He
asked, "Why are ye so fearful? how is it that
ye have no faith?" (Mk. 4:40). And His message to them, over and over again was "Fear
not." So with trusting faith in Jesus, your
fears will soon be gone.
2. Pain does not last. The body adjusts.
Welcome relief does come; but we must give
it time to pass. We all have some pain, for
pain ranges from a distressing uneasiness of
the mind to the throes of childbirth. Yours may
be sudden and sharp or dull and aching; but
with God's help you can find relief. Remember
that Paul was in pain as he struggled with his
thorn in the flesh; but God's grace gave him
strength to endure which led very soon to his
rejoicing (II Cor. 12:7-10).

3. So"owandgriefdonotlast.
Oh, how hard
they strike at first! When we have just lost a
loved one or suffered some severe disappointment, we think the hurt will never go away;
but it does. Slowly we adjust to the loss. Our
world goes on. We put our life back together;
and while we think often of the loved one we
have lost, the deep mental suffering of bereavement is not the same.
This is the way it is supposed to be. We
never want to forget the ones we have lost;
but the human spirit cannot endure the poignant sorrow of grief too long. It is God's will
that it be allowed to pass. The psalmist said
''weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning" (Psalms 30:5). We
must allow it to happen that way.
4. Earthly trials do not last. How thankful
we should be for that! They seem so severe.
Our hearts cry for release. We search for
understanding of why it is happening to us
but so rapidly, they are only a memory. The)
even leave us blessed beyond measure. As
Paul said, •'For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us afar more exceeding and eternal weight of glory'' (II Cor.
4:17).
Someone has pictured these as being some
of the most comforting words in the Bible.
Whatever the trial, whatever the sorrow,
"it came to pass." It did not come to stay.
It is God's design that all these discomforts
will soon be gone; but Jesus will be with us
always (Matt. 28:20). Let us rejoice!
Jack Gray
via Meadowbrook Bulletin
Ft. Worth, TX
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In 1980, when my family and I lived in the
state of Washington, Mt. St. Helens blew
her top. Never in my lifetime had I seen anything so exciting or devastating. At the sight,
over one square mile of rock, top soil and forest
had been blown ten miles into the sky and scattered over more than 300 miles of the earth's
surface.

Several scientists and geologists had been
studying and monitoring the imminent explosion. Just as she blew, one man was caught
up in the explosion. His last words were
recorded. "This is it," he screamed! He knew
an explosion was imminent, but he had no
idea how terrifying it would be. He was unprepared for what happened. He never uttered
another word.
Just so it will be when Jesus comes again;
things will seem so normal. And then suddenly, without warning someone will shout, ''This
is it!" and time will be no more. (At least as
we know it). Listen, "The day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise
and the elements will melt with fervent heat;
both the earth and the works that are therein
will be burned up.'' (II Peter 3:10).
Yes, the day of the Lord is coming. We do
not know just when, but it will come. Will we
be ready? Are we prepared? Are our friends
and family ready?
BULLETIN
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Doug Tackett
Midlothian, TX

Since November, 1981, the 7th and Beech
church of Christ in Durant, Oklahoma and
International Bible Translators have worked
toward the production of a new, accurate and
readable Chinese Bible translation. As a result
of this work, a new, up-to-date Chinese language New Testament will be finished by
October 1985. Already finished and in review
and testing processes is the revision of the Old
Union 1919 translation. These two New Testaments, with Old Testaments to follow, will
cover the complete spectrum of need for the
Chinese people worldwide. The Simple Chinese
Bible (SCB) will be most acceptable to younger
Chinese people who have no acquaintance with
the Bible. These people, born or educated after
1949 in Mainland China, now make up the
majority of the total Chinese population. The
older people, who have in the past grown up
with the King James style Union 1919 translation will welcome the accuracy of the Union
Revised translation.
Both the new translation and the revision
solve the problems that have plagued Bible
distribution and evangelism among the Chinese
people. Many well intentioned brethren have
been blissfully unaware of these gross problems, because of no familiarity with the Chinese
language. But others have had to "run behind"
and point out errors that have permeated the
Chinese Bible, and attempt to answer with
tracts and special teaching. These problems
range from the use of Chinese words that can
mean "wash" or even "dry clean" rather than
"immerse"
or "baptize,"
to having Jesus
eating rice instead of bread!
With the completion drawing near, the
Durant congregation
is asking for sister
churches to help in some of the final production
costs and to make plans to assist in planning
widespread printing and distribution in 1986.
For more information, please call Dr. Joe
Wiley (405) 924-8970 (H), 7th & Beech church
of Christ, P.O. Box 152, Durant, OK, 74701 or
Lynn D. Yocum, International Bible Translators, P.O. Box 814091, Dallas, TX, 75381,
(214) 620-9190.
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A CHRISTIAN
IS
''DIFFERENT''
OR
SHE ISN'TA
"CHRISTIAN"
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THE CHURCH MUST GROWGOD'S WAY!
Faithful Christians are interested in church
growth and it is a frightening strange attitude
which is not interested in church growth!
All growth must be with God's approval and
it has been observed, "We are in sales-God
is still in management.''

Many of the girls Mary knows wear shorts,
low-necked dresses, tight sweaters and
skirts. Mary is faced with the problem of
whether she should go along with her girl
friends in their scanty styles. It is a hard decision for her, although she knows that Paul
specifically commands •'that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel. '' (I Tim. 2:9)
She knows that Christians are not to try to be
like the world, but are to present their bodies
unto God-not to the lustful looks of men.
(Romans 12:1) She knows that a conscientious
Christian girl will seek to avoid every appearance of evil. (Thess. 5:22)
When Mary picks out a dress, she wants to
be an;-active. But she wants to attract the
attention of clean-minded boys, the kind she
hopes to marry someday. She knows that if
she wears shorts she is going to attract attention. People will look at her. And what will
they see? And what kind of thoughts are men
and boys going to have when they see her?
You answer. Well, it depends upon the type
of men who look. And that is right. The evil
and vulgar minded are going to see something to whet their immoral appetites. The
decent minded are going to be ashamed of
what they see and look elsewhere. And where
does that put Mary?
The clothes we wear are the table of contents of our life. They show to the watching
world what we are inside. Mary feels that if
her clothes do not picture to the world that she
is a Christian, she ought to change her clothes
or change her religion so that both agree.
What do you think?
via Caruthersville, MO

The church cannot grow by gimmicks, by
after-dinner speeches instead of sermons,
by sluggish leadership, dead deacons, timid
teachers, or by non-challenged members.
The church grows, with God's approval, by
the planting and watering of the seed which is
the word of God. (Luke 8: 11)
The largest church of which there is an
accurate record of membership was the
Jerusalem church. Beginning with 3,000 (Acts
2:41), 5,000 men were added (Acts 4:4) and
this number was multiplied. (Acts 5:14; 6:7)
Yet, this incredibly large church was reduced
from about 50,000 to only 12 in a matter of
a year! (Acts 8:1) Size is not a true measure of
genuine church growth.
Spacious facilities do not measure church
growth either. A diligent search of the New
Testament reveals not one denarius spent on
facilities, yet no generation since the first
century has seen the church grow so mightily.
The New Testament church grew because
every Christian felt impelled to teach the
gospel to all who would listen. It grew when
the world saw the close-knit love and unity
manifested in the members. It grew because of
the church's burning desire to leave no stone
unturned, no kingly court deserted, no peasant
home untouched, no rich man's table unvisited
and no nation left unevangelized.
The only way for the church to grow is to
plant God's seed, the gospel. Let's all be
diligent Christian farmers and fishermen I
BULLETIN~
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Charles White
Cleveland, TN
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PUNCTURING
PRETENSIONS
Shortly after I returned from Korean duty
with the First Marine Air Wing I was given
a thirty day leave. I spent a few days of it in
Chicago, where I had graduated from Kelly
High School a few years before. I decided I
needed a haircut and so journeying down to
the local barber shop I requested a trim.
The barber was a guy from the "Old Country"
somewhere, maybe Poland or Lithuania. I
thought he was really old, probably middle
SO's and he had a thick accent.
The barber was no stylist, but he could
whack off the edges as well as anyone. When
he finished I paid the price and threw in a
whole dollar as a tip. After all I was a world
traveler (sort of) and I had just spent a few
days in San Francisco where I had tipped the
barber and been given that knowing look in
return which said I certainly was not some
hick who had been born yesterday.

teacher at a Christian College who had to help
out on Registration Day. He made a big speech
to the waiting students that they would have to
have their papers in order and present them
to him with the right hand or else back to the
end of the line they would go! A few students
complied, then a young man appeared with
his papers in his left hand. "Didn't I just get
through telling you people what I expected
of you? What's the matter with you, don't you
hear right? Get to the back of the line I''
"Please sir," the student said, "I'm sorry,
but I don't have a right hand!" At that the
professor got up and went around to the student. He embraced him and said: "God has
sent me a proper man to rebuke my pride!"
Remember, you can swallow your pride,
it's non-fattening for it's mostly hot air!
Bob Hendren
Donelson, TN

STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE
CONCORDANCE
WITH EXCLUSIVE KEY-WORD
COMPARISON
The standard among concordances. Maintaining all the features of the 1894 original, this
classic now includes a unique section which
compares key words and phrases in the KJV
to five modern translations: NASS, JB, NIV,
RSV, and NEB.

Well, to my chagrin this old barber refused
to take my tip. "You don't have to tip in this
shop," he said. "Keep your money, I'm
satisfied with what I charge." How humiliating! My attempt to be worldly wise and
sophisticated had run aground. My pretensions were neatly punctured.
When we get a little too full of ourselves,
it's a real blessing to have someone Jet out the
hot air. I recall hearing of a rather blunt
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MakeUpYourMind
AheadOf Time
''Choose for yourselves this day whom you
will serve" (Joshua24:15).

Jesus will be glorified as you let your light
shine.
Disciplines for spiritual growth- Making a
prior commitment to a daily devotional time of
Bible study, prayer and meditation will make
growth much easier. Spiritual goal-setting
works.

Bob Mize
via Riddle, OR

Do you want to save a lot of time and hassle?
The best way is to make decisions now in
anticipation of the future.
Jesus warned his followers that persecution would come, and with the trials would be
opportunities to witness (Luke 21:12-19).
Then He told them, ''But make up your mind
not to worry beforehand how you will defend
yourselves" (vs. 14).
Jesus knows the value of making prior
commitments. By forethought we can anticipate certain situations, and out of our value
system we can decide beforehand how we will
deal with them. Here are some examples:
Assembling with the church- When I was
growing up I didn't feel I was "made to go
to church.'' It was a simple fact; the decision
was made in advance. We would assemble
Sunday morning, Sunday night, and W ednesday night. Why make the decision each time?
If worship and fellowship are important, then
make the decision beforehand.
Supporting the Lord's work monetarilyThe Bible teaches purposing, planning ahead
how much will be given. "First-fruits" giving
is a demonstration of faith in and love for the
Lord. Why decide each time? Plan ahead so
the Lord won't get left-overs.
Living daily for JesusThe devil works
overtime. But by deciding beforehand what
companions you will have and not have, where
you will go and not go, what you will do and
not do, what speech you will use and not use,
you can save time and emotional energy.

THE COST
OF FOLLOWING IN
GOD'S WILL
It cost Abraham the willingness to give up
his only son. It cost Esther the endangerment
of her life. It cost Daniel being cast into a den
of lions. It cost the three Hebrew children:
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, their
being cast into the burning, fiery furnace.
It cost James his head; also, John the baptizer.
It cost Stephen death by stoning. It cost Paul
the loss of all things for Christ. It cost our
blessed Lord his coming to this sin-cursed
earth where he lived as a servant, and
''humbled himself unto death, even the death
of the cross."
What is it costing you? Jesus said, "If
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me. ''
(Luke 9:23) Also, he said, •'So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsake th not all that
he hath, he cannot be my disciple. •• (Luke
14:33) No, he was not commanding us to become paupers in order to be saved. He was
saying that, so long as there is any thing in
this world that I would not readily surrender,
if need be, for his sake, I CANNOT be his
disciple. It sort of makes you take another
look at your commitment, doesn't it!
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Yarbrough Leigh
Shades Mt. Bulletin
Birmingham, AL
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TWO ABIDING THINGS
We tend to think of this earth, the starry
skies, and the structures and treasures man
has established here as permanent. They are
not! "But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night, in which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned
up" (II Pet. 3:10). The money we work for so
hard and treasure so highly will be worth no
more than the advertising supplement in last
year's newspaper. Two things, however,
will remain.
1. The Word of God. Jesus said, "Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away" (Matt. 24:35). Peter quotes
Isaiah (40:6-9) as saying, "For all flesh is as
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away; but the word of the Lord
endureth forever." Then Peter adds, "And
this is that word which by the gospel is preached unto you" (I Pet. 1:24-25).

No skeptic's hammer can destroy the anvil
of God's word. No dictator can stamp out the
gospel. No persecutor can do away with it.
In spite of the attacks of modernists, regardless of the predictions of materialists and
humanists, even through nuclear holocaust,
the word of God will stand. A million years
from now, if Christ delays his coming, there
will still be "one body and one Spirit, even
as you are called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all." When Christ does come and
the heavens and earth we see now are no more,
God will still be on his throne, his promises will
all have come to pass, and his word will still
be true and held in reverence by those who
love him. If you want to hang on to something
that will last, stay with the word of God!
2. The Soul of Man. Though Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob are "dead," they live (Matt.
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22:31-32). Though our outward man is perishing, the inward man of the Christian is renewed day by day (II Cor. 4:16). Even the wicked
is conscious after death in his torment (Luke
16:22-24). The punishment of the wicked
and the life of the righteous are both everlasting (Matt. 25:46).
The concerns of this life are, therefore,
fleeting and vain, however urgent they may
seem at a moment. The only truly significant
question facing us in this life is, "Are we
doing what we should to prepare for eternity?"
There is a significant relation between these
two abiding things. While the life-principle
in man, made in God's image, exists forever,
it is only called life, and is only a joyous
abiding, when it is founded on the other
abiding thing, the word of God. Tie your
eternal soul to the eternal word by faithful
obedience, ''The world passeth away, and the
lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of
God abideth forever'' (I John 2: 17).
Cecil May, Jr.
Kosciusko, MS

WHAT COULD BE WORSE
To the rebellious nation of Israel the prophet
Amos said this:
"The days are coming,"
declares the
Sovereign Lord, "when I will send a famine
through the land-not a famine of food or a
thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the
words of the Lord. Men will stagger from sea
to sea and wander from north to east, searching
for the word of the Lord, but they will not find
it." (Amoa 8:11-12)
What a curse! For the one who loves God,
few things could be worse than a famine of
hearing the words of the Lord-one
would
suffer a slow, spiritual death.

f
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Ken Neller
Lexington, KY
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SOURCE OF CONSTANT
MOTIVATION

drawing closer, still closer, to Him, no man
or group of men can keep us motivated enough.
BULLETING

"I know what I need to do, but I just don't
have the motivation to get on with it." "We
need someone in the church to inspire and
motivate us.'' ''That was a motivating lesson.''
Sound familiar?
To "motivate" is to "stimulate to action."
We use the right word in the right way, but I
think we as children of God sometimes miss
the point as far as recognizing the true source
of genuine spiritual motivation. We tend to
look to men, programs, and "razzle dazzle"
for our stimuli to do good works in Christ.
And when the newness and novelty of such
wears off, we drop back into our lethargy.
Instead of using men, programs, and the
rest as aids to lead us to the real source, we
stop short somewhere along the way.
What then is the answer to constant motivation in the service of Christ? "So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as
in my presence only, work out your salvation
with fear and trembling; for it is God who is
at work in you both to will and to work, for
His good pleasure." (Philippians 2:12,13)
The ultimate and only sufficient source of
spiritual motivation is God. Not the doctrine
about God, but God Himself! There is no
substitute for a personal, daily, intimate walk
with God. He must work in us so we will want
to do His good pleasure and so we can do
His bidding. His presence, His power and His
pleasure get things done through us! The
richer our faith and love for Him, the more
"stimulated" we will be to do "for His good
pleasure." The more· His Word fills us both
intellectually and emotionally, the more He
works in us. It is that simple.
Preachers, programs and paraphenalia
can fit into God's plan for divine motivation,
but they cannot be expected to substitute for
a person's own close walk with the Source of
all true spiritual motivation. Unless we are
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John Gardner
Kilgore, TX

GOD'S WORTHY WOMAN OR
GOD'S WORLDLY WOMAN
There is nothing wrong with things. They
can be used to the glory of God just as easily
as they can be tools of Satan. It all depends
on our attitude toward them.
Sometimes Christian ladies have different
problems with things than men do. I i?1'a~ine
there are some ladies who look at their hves
and feel cheated. They don't live in a sprawling house; they don't drive a luxurious automobile; they don't move in the upper crust of
society; and their husbands don't have incomes in the higher tax brackets. They know
those things aren't that important, but it
doesn't keep them from having those thoughts.
On occasion, ladies, it helps to reexamine
priorities. Perhaps the following lines written
by Beatrice McDonald will help:
Some women have fine clothes to wear
And jeweled aigrets for their hair,
Beads and bracelets, hot-house flowers,
Books to while their leisure hours,
Sumptuous homes with trappings fine,
Wine and lobster when they dine.
Some have this and some have that,
A fluffy dog, a Maltese cat,
A swimming pool, a streamlined car,
A trip to France or Zanzibar.
I have a wedding ring and a fan,
Two kids and a faithful man.
Ladies, I ask you ... which are you: God's
worthy woman or God's worldly woman?
BULLETIN
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Norm Petersen
Oklahoma City, OK
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A STRANGER IN A STRANGE
LAND!
There is an old saying that seems to be
going out of style; that saying is: "Crime
. doesn't pay." Modern-day attitudes and the
actions of some people both in and out of
government circles, are making the statement
untrue unless you consider the results of the
crime in the light of eternity.
A criminal who had been guilty of a number
of crimes of violence, killed a man in the course
of a robbery. He was eventually brought to
trial, and found guilty. The sentence handed
down in compliance with the law was death in
the electric chair. After every avenue of appeal
had been exhausted, the date of the execution was set. Immediately there was a great
cry of protest. So-called religious leaders
rallied to the "right of the man to live."
Capital punishment was condemned as "inhuman punishment."
Isn't it strange that
there was great concern about the rights of
the criminal who had so disregarded the rights
of others even to the taking of human life?
Isn't it strange that there was no interest at
all in the rights of the innocent who had
suffered much because of the criminal activities of the man to be executed?
This same philosophy seems to be gaining
momentum in the church of Christ. A false
teacher is guilty of espousing false doctrine,
and promotes it so that many members are
led away from the truth. Some who are still
concerned about the truth expose the false
doctrine, and mark the false teacher by identifying him (Rom. 16:17). Immediately there is
a cry of protest from some who even go so far
as to condemn and bemean those who have
the courage to expose the teacher and his
doctrine.
Paul warned Christians about false teachers,
and so did Peter, and John, and the other
writers of the New Testament. Paul named
those who made shipwreck of faith so that
there could be no doubt as to the identity
of the false teachers.
An overgrown sense of tolerance for brethren who are guilty of promoting false doctrines
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will result in the loss of souls and the rejection
of the church by Jesus Christ (Rev. 2:14-16).
Foster L. Ramsey
via Warrington Bulletin
Pensacola, FL

BAKER'S BIBLE ATLAS
A Bible geography containing 26 colored maps
plus many black and white maps and charts,
75 photographs to illustrate and chronological
tables.
It also contains a brief
archaeology. 333 pages.
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FINALLY HELD IT

On a windswept hill In an English country
churchyard stands a drab, gray slate tombstone. Bleak and unpretentious, It leans slightly
to one side, beaten slick and thin by the blast
of time. The quaint atone bears an epitaph not
easily seen unless you stoop over and look
closely ... the faint etching:
"Beneath, this atone, a lump of clay
Lies Arabella Young
Who, on the 24th day of May
Began to hold her tongue.''
"He who has a sharp tongue soon cuts his
own throat."
"The human tongue la only a few Inches
from the brain, but when you listen to some
people talk, they seem miles apart."
··:....
,=..\•=
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Randal Myers
via Douglasville, GA

"I guess I'll invest in bonds and stocks;
That's where they say opportunity knocks.
Maybe by that time I'll be governor.''
And the old man asked, "And then, what
more?"
''Then I guess I'll retire if I please,
And travel and live a life of ease.''
The old man thought as he scratched his head;
"Then what will you do, my son?" he said.
For a moment the lad made no reply.
Then he answered slowly, "I guess I'll die."
A deep silence followed as both of them
thought.
Then the old man asked softly, "My boy,
then what?"
via Godfrey, IL

The greatness of our fear shows
us the littleness of our faith.

....

WHAT THEN?
A youth and an old man talked one day.
Said the boy, "I think I'll go away
From Father's old farm ... don't know just
when.''
The old man listened and asked, "What
then?"
"I guess I'll have some fun in town
The first few years ... then settle down
And get a job and earn a lot.''
The old man smiled and asked, "Then what?"
''Why then I'll meet the girl of my dreams,
Whose folks have money; and then it seems
I'll buy a fine home with everything new."
The old man queried, •'Then what will you
do?"

It Really Happened . . .
It 1Nm1 we are all, Including our children,
In a hurry. Thia attitude 111ometlm91 reflected
In our prayers a1 Dennis Ru11ell of Ellensburg, Washington lllu1tratn from an Incident
which happened In hl1 household.
We often hear people pray In our assemblies for ... those whom it Is our duty to pray
for. My daughter developed her own version
of this phrase. She was saying her prayers one
night and it went ... thank you for all the blessings and everything you've given to us, and
et cetera.

Share with us some amusing or embarrassing incident of a religious nature and if we print it we'H
give you a six-month's subscription or extension to
BUIJ.ETIN DIGEST. Send all items to: BUIJ.E'l1N
DIGEST, HC-69, Box 29A, Anselmo, NE 68813
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The
Enetny Within
There is an old Scottish proverb which says:
"If there is no foe without, there is always a
foe within.''
The Apostle Paul realized that the human
heart is often a battle ground. He said: ''For I
joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner
man, but I see a different law in the members
of my body, waging war against the law of
my mind ... " (Romans 7:22-23). Paul knew
what it was to be locked in anguished combat
with an enemy inside of himself! As the comic
strip character Pogo used to say, "We have
met the enemy and he is us! ''
So often in life it is a fact that our greatest
enemies are not the ones we face on the outside, but those on the inside! Consider some
ways in which this is true ...
(1) As a Nation. The greatest enemy facing
America today is not the Soviet Union. Our
most frightening enemy is an internal one.
The most dangerous threat to our national
security is the festering immorality and internal decay which is eating away at America.
The Bible insists: ''Righteousness exalts a
nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people. ·'
(Proverbs 14:34) It is honesty, integrity,
morality, responsibility and spirituality which
makes a nation strong-not
wealth, natural
resources or nuclear stockpiles! Arnold
Toyenbee, the noted historian, wrote: "Of the
22 great civilizations that have appeared in
history, 19 of them collapsed when they
reached the moral state the United States is
in right now." OUR GREATEST ENEMY IS
THE ENEMY WITHINI
(2) As a Congregation. Where the church
is concerned it is usually true that the most
dangerous enemies are those on the inside
rather than those on the outside. Historically,
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the church has flourished in the face of bitter
opposition and searing persecution; but it
has floundered when attacked by worldliness,
disunity and apathy from within. Jesus complimented the church at Pergamos for standing
firm in the face of terrible persecution from
without. (Revelation 2:13) But He warned
them that they were being subverted from the
inside I Satan had crept in among them in the
guise of false doctrine and worldly behavior.
(Revelation 2:13-15) The external threat had
only strengthened them, BUT THE INTERNAL
ENEMY WAS DESTROYING THEM!
(3) As Individuals. There is a continuing
conflict in every one of us between our best
and worst impulses. We are often our own
worst enemies. Paul writes: ''/ am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing
the very thing I hate.·· (Romans 7:15) He found
it necessary to constantly war against himself
in order to bring himself into subjection lest,
after having preached to others, he himself
should be a castaway. (I Corinthians 9:27)
So many lives are twisted by bitterness and
hatred ... many people by their own prejudices
and jealousies ... others are torn by lusts and
immoral passions, while some are overwhelmed by covetousness and selfishness! THE
GREATEST ENEMIES OF LIFE ARE THOSE
WHICH MUST BE CONQUERED WITHIN!
The victory over self is not an easy one ...
We can never win it alone! But in Christ we
''overwhelmingly conquer through Him that
loved us.'' (Romans 8:37) Becoming a Christian does not mean that all conflict is pastit didn't for the Apostle Paull But it does mean
that we have an Ally who will never fail nor
forsake us. •'Thanks be to God who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.··
(I Corinthians 15:57)
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The world looks brighter from
behind a smile.
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CALLING FOR
PIONEERS IN
PATIENCE
Any disciple faced with the prospect of
fruitful service can be discouraged by the
knowledge of what usually happens to individuals and churches who set out after worthy
goals. Consider the biography of a congregation's new evangelistic resolution: a flurry
of activity, some baptisms and great excitement, multiplying problems associated with
new converts and their intrusion into the
body, loss of momentum, disillusionment,
"church troubles," return to a hold-the-line
stance.
ls that not similar to the experience of an
individual who sets out to make a significant
change in his life-perhaps
to become regularly involved in spiritual activities, or to quit
smoking or drinking... ? After joy and satisfaction through initial success, the attraction
of the way things were grows stronger than
the will for permanent change. Reverting to
the old ways, the individual is disappointed
in self and drained of incentive for further
attempts at change.
Introducing ... Perseverance!
One
vital
Biblical ingredient is needed to ensure continuing success in either case (congregational or
individual)-perseverance.
This is the ability
to maintain a predetermined course after it
has lost emotional appeal and when obstacles
and unpleasant features become apparent.
Significantly, James places perseverance
("endurance," NAS) after the "trial of your
faith" (James 1:2-5), and says it works perfection.
Preparing To Persevere. Two things help us
prepare for perseverance. First, we need a
clear view of what we want to achieve. Second,
we must seek a mental preview of the difficulties likely to be encountered (Luke 14:
28-31). This will strengthen us against the

danger that when the testing comes we will
think "some strange thing is happening to
us'' (I Peter 4:13).
Making Dynamic Evangelism a Reality.
Imagine the deliberate commitment of an additional hundred thousand souls to God's soulsaving work in America this decade! It can
begin if you make such a commitment and,
in turn, inspire someone else to do the samethen patiently endure until the Lord blesses
your labours. He is ready, if you are willing I
Peter Merrick
via Netherwood Bulletin
Albuquerque, NM

SpareMe TheCompliments
I seldom get a compliment
But what I do recall,
When I thought me most eloquent,
The grandest voice of all.
There came to me one Sunday morn,
Just after last Amen,
A comment sure of envy born,
A priceless specimen!
She said, "Your sermon brought to mind
Of ribs, a barbeque."
I blushed, and gushed, "You are so kind,
To tell me of your view.
I really do appreciate
You think my lesson sweet,
My words, delicious, celebrate
As good enough to eat!''
"My point I think you haven't got,"
She laughed at my conceit,
'' I have to pick through quite a lot
To find me any meat!"
John S. Sheffield
via Pennington Bend Bulletin
Nashville, TN
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IN THE DARK-A

resembled the strains of a lovely well-known
melody. When he finally discovered that the
song came from a beautiful bullfinch in a birdcage, the lady of the house explained that she
had taught the bird to sing that way at night.
The teacher repeated the notes over and over
again until the bird was able to mimic them.
But this was possible only because it was
dark and the bird's full attention could be
given to the lesson.
My dear friends, let's not despair when
our troubles overwhelm us like darkness and
the gloom of dusk settles over us. God will be
there-in the dark! He will give us a song ...
and it will be our best song!

SONG!

As a high school student I worked after
school at a sulphur factory. It was often ten or
eleven o'clock or later when I would finally
leave for home. My father worked the night
shift and couldn't provide me with transportation so I walked the four miles home. We
lived on a remote road west of town. It was
dark!
As most people have discovered, singing
or whistling ''in the dark'' really does work.
I couldn't hear the echo of my own footsteps
on the country road when I sang! Recently I
realized that thousands of years ago David
felt the same way when he wrote . . . ''in the
night His song shall be with me ... '' (Psalm

Songs in the night-ah, such songs the
Lord gives.
He the great Comforter, who ever lives;
Though dark without, He sheds wonderful
light.
Thus making possible songs in the night.

42:8).

The American author James H. Brookes
said that he once visited a friend's house
and was surprised to hear a bird singing. What
was unusual was that the music was not the
ordinary sound of chirping; instead, the song
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JUST A SMILE
When a child is given a task to do by a parent
and the work is completed he looks at the
parent for some sign of approval. Just a smile
will make his heart swell within his chest
with many good feelings. That smile is saying,
"You did a good job." Even though the job
wasn't done "perfectly," the effort is recognized and appreciated, and the desire to please
was rewarded. That smile also says, "You are
an O.K. person with me." The child knows he
is accepted and that helps him feel good about
himself. That same small smile is also saying
that he is loved and needed and isn't that what
really counts in life. A few encouraging words
and maybe even a hug will reinforce the
message of the smile, but they will seldom
outdo it.
This smile also works on parents-and
husbands and wives and friends and coworkers-and
yes, on preachers too. It's a
real pleasure to be around those who smile.
The frown, the pout, the glare all turn our
thoughts to gloom, but it's the smile that puts
sunshine in the room. One poet said:
'' A smile comes very easy-you can wrinkle
up with cheer a hundred times before you
can squeeze out one salty tear; It ripples
out, moreover, to the heartstrings that
will tug, And always leaves an echo that is
very like a hug. So, smile away! Folks understand what by a smile is meant; It's worth

a million dollars, and it doesn't cost a
cent.''
-W.D. Nesbit
Don't you think people will be more willing
to be taught and led by a person with a smile
on his face? I would! If Christ has lightened
your "load" and blessed you and promised
to save you, shouldn't you be smiling? The
message will be clear.
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GROWING SPIRITUALLY
The Chinese Bamboo tree is planted as a
seed, watered and fertilized daily for four
years with no visible results. In only six weeks
of the fifth year the tree grows to a height of
nearly 90 feet.
This parallel is often found in many individual Christians. People experience growth at
different rates. Let's not dump a person because they do not grow as rapidly as we desire.
Paul encourages, ''accept him whose faith
is weak ... " (Rom. 14:1). '"/ planted the seed,
Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. ·'
(I Cor. 3:6) Let's purpose to work with people
until they mature.
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